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Summary

The Children and Young People’s Scrutiny Committee (CYPS) held a spotlight
review of Alcohol and Drug Use in Pregnancy - Collective Action to Reduce
Risk and Harm to Children, on 28 April 2023. The purpose of the spotlight
review was to enable Members, relevant services and key partners to:

. Understand the impact of alcohol and drugs use in pregnancy on the

child;

. Share the relevant work that is already underway to prevent and reduce
harm;

. Work together to identify gaps and opportunities to improve our collective
response;

. Commit to the delivery of agreed actions for improvement.

Drinking alcohol or taking drugs during pregnancy, even in small quantities
can be harmful for the baby and have long term effects on the child and into
adulthood.

The report of the spotlight review and its recommendations for action were
formally agreed by CYPS Scrutiny Committee on 6 of September 2023 and was
submitted to Cabinet for responses at their meeting held on 25 October 2023
as per the Council’s constitution.

Recommendation for Decision

Children and Young People Services Scrutiny Committee is
recommended to:

1) Note the Action Plan attached at Appendix 1 that sets out the
recommendations approved by Cabinet.

Purpose of this report

This report provides Members with the Action Plan response to the
recommendations of the Task Group, which had been agreed by Cabinet at
their meeting held on 25 October 2023.

Background / Reason for the recommendations

The Children and Young People’s Scrutiny Committee Workshop carried out
a spotlight review of Alcohol and Drug Use in Pregnancy - Collective Action to
Reduce Risk and Harm to Children on 28 April 2023.
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The focus of the spotlight review was shaped by concerns regarding high
levels of teenage pregnancy and alcohol related harm in the borough, including
significantly high rates of alcohol hospital admissions due to alcohol.

Consideration of Alternatives
N/A
Conclusions

The Action Plan attached at Appendix 1 sets out the Cabinet response to the
recommendations from the Children and Young People Scrutiny Committee
Task Group.

Legal Implications

As detailed in Appendix 1
Financial Implications

As detailed in Appendix 1
Equality Impact Assessment

As detailed in Appendix 1

Social Value

As detailed in Appendix 1

Net Zero and Environment

As detailed in Appendix 1

Health and Wellbeing

As detailed in Appendix 1

Customer and Resident

As detailed in Appendix 1

Asset and Property

As detailed in Appendix 1

Staffing and People Management

As detailed in Appendix 1



16. Risks

16.1 As detailed in Appendix 1

17. Policy Framework Implications

17.1 As detailed in Appendix 1

18. Impact and Opportunities on Localities

18.1 As detailed in Appendix 1
19. Background Documents
19.1 None

20. Appendices

20.1 Appendix 1 — Cabinet Response and Action Plan



